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Art Unit: 2862 

DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . The Examiner would like to thank the Applicant for their careful and through 
consideration of the previous Action and the thoughtful and detailed amendments and arguments 
presented in response thereto. 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the Drawing Objection and the 1 12 1 st and 2 nd 
paragraph rejections have been fully considered and in light of the amended claims are 
persuasive. Examiner withdraws the Drawing objection as well as the 112 1 st and 1 12 2 nd 
rejections of the claims as being no longer applicable to the claims as amended. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the prior art rejections of claims 1-4 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The Examiner notes that copies of the foreign references cited in the IDS submitted by 
Applicant have been received. Examiner has thoroughly considered each of the provided 
references, and a marked-copy of the submitted IDS indicating this is being provided with this 
Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Labree (US 
Patent 5,497,214). 

7. With regard to claim 1 : Labree, in figures 3,5, and 6 (provided below for convenient 
reference) , a camera installation device 10 comprising: a camera installation base 12 (bifurcated 
support boss) having an installation member 17 (flexible strap) for a camera installation surface 
(a pole 11 in the embodiment shown); and a camera support section 38 (support plate) and 
configured so as to support the camera 40, wherein the camera installation member and the 
camera support section are coupled by a coupling section (a combination of 34, 33, 36, and 35, 
which together comprise a lockable rotating joint) having a fitting structure (axel 35 serves to 
hold the structure together) and wherein the coupling direction of the fitting structure between 
the camera installation base and the camera support section is inclined relative to a direction 
vertical to the camera installation surface (column 2, lines 57-65 discloses that the structure of 
Labree is designed to be articulated into an infinite number of arrangements, but of particular 
applicability is an arrangement similar to the arrangement shown in Figure 5, but where the 
second pivoting part is pivoted, resulting in the coupling direction of the camera support being 
inclined relative to the vertical direction of the installation base. This situation is illustrated by 
the Examiner in a modified version of Fig 5, shown below), and the coupling angle of the 
camera support section with respect to the camera installation base is variable (as indicated by 
the arrows around the rotating joint in Fig 3). The coupling angle between the camera support 
section with respect to the camera installation base is varied by changing an installation angle of 
the coupling section with the fitting structure between the camera support section and the camera 
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installation base (the angle of the top section of the coupling section 34, best seen in Fig 6, is 
rotated with respect to the bottom section 33, around axel 35). 



40 

• FIG 3 





FIG 5: modified by 
Examiner 




8. With regard to claim 2: Labree discloses that the camera installation device is configured 
to position the camera in a myriad of configurations, and as depicted above by the Examiner, one 
(and possibly many more) of those configurations results in the angle of inclination of the 
coupling support section being 45 degrees, and the camera support section can be inverted on the 
coupling reference surface by rotating the upper section 34 180 degrees, resulting in the camera 
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support section pointing back toward the camera installation base. While this configuration is 
not expressly noted, it is an inherent configuration from the structure shown in the drawings. 

9. With regard to claim 3 : The structure of Labree can be install on either an upper side or a 
lower side of the camera. As shown, Labree is connected to the lower side of the camera, with 
respect to the observer. Labree can also be connected to the upper side of the camera. This is 
because Labree uses a screw 39 to hold the camera in place on the camera support section, and 
the camera support section can be flipped entirely over (for example by rotating the section 24 by 
180 degrees or by simply mounting the entire structure upside-down) resulting in camera support 
section being connected to the upper side the camera, with respect to the observer. The 
Examiner notes that if the camera is intended to remain in the same orientation for both 
situations of being the support section connected to the upper and lower side, that the required 
structure would be on the camera itself (the camera would need a connection interface on two 
opposing sides of the body) instead of the camera installation device. No such structure is 
claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Labree in view of 
Ryder (US Patent 2,498,137). 
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12. Labree as applied to claim 1 above, does not teach that the camera installation device 
includes a camera wiring hole. 

13. Ryder teaches in Figs 1 and 2 a camera mounting device which includes a camera wiring 
hole (seen in the cutaway view in Fig 3) which is provided to communicate the camera 
installation base (the handle where the photographer is holding the support, C) with the camera 
support section. The camera wiring hole is used to route a remote shutter release B so that it 
would be more convenient for the photographer and allows for the camera itself to not be shaken 
during shutter release (column 1 lines 19-22 and lines 30-33). 

14. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to used to shutter release routed thought the camera support of Ryder in the camera 
support of Labree in order to allow the shutter release to be better positioned for an operator and 
to allow photographs to be taken without risking shaking the camera. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Honda (JP 05-207340 A, English Abstract attached) teaches a camera with mounting 
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sections on both the upper and lower faces of the camera in order to allow it to be mounted in a 
multitude of ways. 

16. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leon W. Rhodes whose telephone number is 571-270-5774. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 07:00 thru 17:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Assouad can be reached on 571-272-2210. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher E Mahoney/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2862 

/Leon W Rhodes/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2862 
April 20, 2009 



